-Two Giardia isolates were axenised in vitro after recovery by duodenal aspiration from a man with hypo-y globulinaemia and chronic giardiasis, before and after three unsuccessful courses of metronidazole. In vitro drug sensitivity assays showed that the pretreatment isolate was sensitive to metronidazole with minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) and dose that inhibited growth by 50% (ED5O) values of 0.1 and 003 itmol/l, respectively.
ences between the pretreatment and posttreatment isolates suggest that we have isolated two different strains from the same patient and that treatment with metronidazole resulted in selection of the more resistant strain. (Gut 1994; 35: [51] [52] [53] [54] Giardiasis is the most common protozoal infection of the gastrointestinal tract. It is a frequent cause of travellers' diarrhoea and may be responsible for retarded growth and development in children. The Antigiardial activity of metronidazole and mepacrine were determined over the concentration range 0.01-1000 ,umol/l as described previousl y." Briefly, cultures were initiated with 2 x 10 trophozoites in 0 5 ml of medium from late log phase growth and incubated for 24 
